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Dale of xnailins {dayfytumtli/year) 

23 February 2006 (23.022006) 


Applicant's or agfiof s file reference 
JSONY-534PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Inteniaiioaa] ^)plication No. 
PCT/JP20D4/0025S9 


Inteniatioiial filing date ( day^memth/i-ear) 
02 March 2004 (02.03.2004) 


Applicant SONY CORPORATION ©t al 



1. Tranandttfilof the translation to the applicant* 

0The InierattionaJ Bureau tnzismiis bawith a copy of Xtkt EngUsh iianslaiion of the intfismatJonal preliniinaiy tcport on 
pauajiabiljiy (Chapier 1). 

I I m International Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the Ei^glish irasslatiQa of the mieraational pmlimfaiaiy report on 
* — ' paicnxahiljty (Chapter H). 

2. TV^Ticwi^Wal of flift copy of the trfliidfltion to the destenated or elected Ofticcs> 

The international Bureau notifies the apphcant that copies of thai tnuuktion have heen transmitted to the foDowii^ designaied or elected 
Offices reqaixing such tzanslaiion: 
PG 

The Mowing designated or elected Offices, having waived the itquSremenl for «ch a transmittal at this time, will receive copies of that 
translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

AE, AG. AU AM. AP, AT. AU, AZ. BA. BB, BG. BR. BW. BY, .BZ; CK OR CU, CZ, D^f'^f 'j^^: f 

eC EE, EG, EP, ES. Fl, GB, GD. GE, GH, GM. HR. HU. ID JL IN. IS, K|KG. Kl^ KF^ 

MA, MD, MQ. MK. MN. MW, MX. MZ. NA. Nl, NO. NZ, OA, OM. PH, PL. PT, RO, RU. SC. SD. SE, SG, SK. SL, SY, TJ. 
TM. TN, TR, TT. TZ, UA, UQ. US. UZ. VC. VN. YU, ZA. ZM. 2W 

3. Reminder regarding translatioo into (one of) the oflldal ^nguage($) of the elected Omcs(3\ 

The applicant is mnitided that, where a translation of the intemaiional application mnsi be ftoidjcd to an elected Office, that translation 
mnsiOTnudn a tianslation of any annexes to the international prelimfaiajy lepon on pateniabihty (Ch^ter H). 

It is the applicant's r^pondhiUty to pi^pare and famish such framdation ^^yj^ concerned withhi the 

applicable tSitie Ihnlt (Ride 74,1). See Vohune D of the FCT Applicanra Gnlde for fiirtbcr details. 
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Authorized officer 



Masashi Honda 



Facsimile No.-h»l 22 338 70 10 
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PCT 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITy 

(Chapter I of the Pstfem Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Rule 44Z?j^) 



Applicant's or agent*s file lefepence 
JSONY-534PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACnON 


See item 4 below 


Internationa] application No. 
PCT/JP2004/002559 


International filing date ((Uiy^rah/year) 
02 March 2004 (02.03.2004) 


1 Priority dale (day/monih/yearj 
1 06 March 2003 (06.03,2003) 


Litemaijona) Patent Classification ($th 
See relevant Intormatlon in Form P 


edition unless older edition indicated) 
CT/ISA/237 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



1. This intematioDal preliminary report on patentability (Chapter 1) Is issued by the iQtcmational Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Anchority under Rule 44 bU. i(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the wntten opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to Che IntGxnational pmliminaiy r^xxrt on patentability (Chapter!) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Box No. 1 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. in 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
qypillcability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, mventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


BoxNo.Vn 


Cenain defects in the international application 


□ 


BoxNo, vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



The Intemational Bureau will communicate this repoit to designated Offic<^ in abidance with Rules 44Aij3(c) and ^ut 
not. except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the pnonty 
date (Rule 44i»/sJ>). 



The International Bnreau of WlPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No. -t^l 22 740 14 35 



Dale of issuance of this report 
13 February 2006 (13.02.2006) 



Authorized of^cer 

Masashi Honda 

Telephone No, 441 22 338 70 10 



Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2004) 



2006$ 4fl10B mm Vi-|l»'Ji-y3> 



NO. 5597 P. 4 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From th« 

INTERNM70NA1. SE.AltCHINO AUTHORITY 



to: 



PCX 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCTRul*43ftr*.l) 



Applicam^ or agent's file retVrace 
JSONy-534PCT 



Internationa] appticotioxi No. 

PCT/JP2004/002559 



Dote of mailing 



FOR FURTHER ACnON 

See pangTaph 2 below 



lyitemolional ISing date (daymonthyd^) 

02.03.2004 



Priority dat« {day/nwnihyaar) 

06.03.2003 



toenuoiooal Patent Clasdlication (IPC) or both naUonal clBssificatiCHi xukd IPC 



Applicant 



SONY CORPORA.TION 



This cpimoia contains in4icatioiw rdatiRg toUta follofwing hcnis: 
Basis of the opimoia 
Priority 

Noa*emblishmem of opmion with regard to novchy, inventive step and ifldvitiial appHcaWlit}* 
Lack of unhy of imTBntioD 

Reasoned riaiemertt uikUt Role 43t7x. l(aXi) «^th regard to novelty, un'edtive step or mdustrial 
applif&bilxtx'; dtalions and e^iplanations supporting sudi statement 

Cotain documents cited 

Certain defects in the inteniBliona] application 

Certain 6t>servations on the intertutional appUcstion 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for intemationa! preliminarv exanjination is niade, this opinion will be considered to be a wrinen opinion of the 
imemational PreUnunary Exanmung Autborir\' ('TPE.O except thai this does not appJ>' where the appUcasft chooses an A«hont>- other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the Intemational Bureau under Rule 66.1«)/j(b) thai wnticn opinions of 
this IntcTTUHional Searching Authorhy will not be so coiosidered. 

If Ibis opOTon is- as pro%ided above. con«idcf«J to be a N^Titten opinion of the IPE.4. the applicant U invited to suW to <he U>EA a 
i^ritten replv togeth«. where appropriate, with amendmems, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of maibng of Form 
PCT/IS A^20 or before the expiratson of 22 months from the priorit>' date, whichever espines later. 
For fltfther options, see Fomi PCT/ISA/220. 

For ftutbcr details, see notes to Form PCT/IS.V220. 



i2y 


Box No, 1 


n 


Box No. n 


□ 


Bex Na ni 


□ 


BoxNalV 


IE! 


BosNa V 


n 


BoxNoiVI 


□ 


BoxNolVII 


□ 


BoxNo.Mn 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/JP 



Facsimili^ No. 



Aixthonzed ofiicer 



Telephone No. 



FonnPCTaSA'237 (cover sheet) (Januai>- 2004) 
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WJUTTEN OPiraON OF THE 
INTeRNATJONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITy 




Bo3cNo.I 



Basis of this ojudon 



1. With regard to tfae language, this opJnscn has been establisliad <m th« tetis of thd mtematiooa) application in tiv Janguaga in which it ^HB 
fiJdd Unless «ftfaa>ivise indicBtei! under tl^s iim. 



Rule 12J and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to aoy nacleotJde and/or amino add urqiMn^r disclosed in the international appliciKtlon and necessaxy to the dainud 
invention, tins apmimx has been fstablisbed on the basiv o£ 

a. n-pe of material 

I 1 8 sequence lirting 
I I table(s) related to the sequence HsUng 




This opinicm has been eqttabllsibed on the basis of a tran»2atioa from the crigina] lanfuogc into the follo>ving language 

^ _ , which is the language of a translation iumished for the purposes of international search (under 




b. 



fonxM of material 




in written fonnat 

in computer raidable form 



c. 





In addhioxL in the case thai moie th&n one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or iab]e(s) relating theirelo has been filed or 
fumiahi^ the requiied statements thai the inftnnotion in the subsequent or addhional copies is ideattical to that in the appHcaiion as 
filed or does not go beyimdthe applica[tion as filedf as appropri^ were fb^^ 



4. 



Additional oonxmems: 
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WTUTTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING At<THORITY 



biten)atjona] application Na 

PCT/JP2004/002559 



Box No. V ReaaonMl sf atement ander Rule 43liis.l(aXi) "Krkh rrs^ard to novdf?, imrcntf ve Step «r Industriiil appUtfftbmtr* 

citations and «splanatton» ropporting soch statcnient 



1. Stat«i3)M(t 



Novelty (N) 



Im'emiv^ step (IS) 



Claims 
Chinis 



1-7 



Claims 

Clatms 



InduBtrial applicability aA) ^teixns 

Claims 



yes 

NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citaiions and e^qdanalioiiis: 



Document 1: JP, 8-272912, A (Claiicm Co., Ltd.), 18 October, 1996 (18.10.96), fall tesct, aD 
drawings; and US, 6010344, A 

Document 2: JP, 2000-100042, A (A^s Electric Co., Ltd), 7 April, 2000 (07.04.00), fall tcsl, aU 
drawings 

Document 3: JP, 9-259495, A (Sony Coip.), 3 October, 1997 (03.10.97). &U text, afl drawings; and 
US, 5822149, A 

None of documents 1-3 describes or suggests tbe feature wherein, >v2th a lock lever to lock a 
holder at an insertion/drawing-out position provided, the lock lever unlocks the holder at the 
insertion/drax'^ing-out position when the connection terminals of a storage medium are connected 
with the terminal electrodes; and thus, the subject matters of claims 1-3 do not appear to be novel or 
involve an inventive step. 



FonDPCT/lS,V237(BojcNo. V) (JapuaT>- 20(M) 



